
It is composed of the premier, vice premiers, state 
councilors, ministers of ministries, directors of 

committees, the auditor general, and the 
secretary-general. 

The premier is responsible for the State Council and 
exercises overall leadership of its work. The 

secretary-general of the State Council, under the 
leadership of the premier, is responsible for handling 

the daily work of the State Council and heads the 
General Office of the State Council. The executive 

meeting of the State Council, consisting of the 
premier, vice premiers, state councillors and the 

secretary-general, meets two to three times a month, 
while the plenary session, consisting of all members 

of the State Council, meets every six months.

Around 92 million members

2,300 members

380 members

25 members 
(Numbers of members vary with each leader)

7 members 
(Numbers of members vary with each leader)

NPC 
The National People's Congress 

全国⼈民代表⼤会

China's top legislature 

All state organs from the 
State Council to the 

Supreme People's Court 
(SPC) are subservient to 

it.￼

Nearly 3,000 members, currently 14th 

CCP controls about two-thirds of them.  
The other third are reserved for non-party members, 

including technical experts, and members of eight 
other much smaller political parties.

The State Council / The Central People's Government 
国务院 / 中央⼈民政府

Led by the Chinese premier who is also a member 
of the Standing Committee

CMC 
The Central Military Commission (of the PRC/CCP) 

Central Military Commission of the People's Republic of China 
(国家/中共)中央军事委员会 

中华⼈民共和国中央军事委员会

Always chaired by the Party's Central 
Secretary 

CPLC 
(Party's) Central Political and Legal Affairs Commission 
中央政法委 / 中国共产党中央委员会政法委员会

The CPLC is under CCP's Central 
Committee.

Chaired by a member of the 
Politburo

Convene once every five years

(NC-)CPPCC 
(National Congress of the) Chinese People's Political 

Consultative Conference 
中国⼈民政治协商会议

Two Sessions

Reference

Observation of the NPC

Civil Servant Hierarchy 

Seven Organs of State Power in P.R.C. (since 2018)

SPC 
Supreme People's Court 

The Supreme People's Court of the People's Republic of China 
中华⼈民共和国最⾼⼈民法院

According to the Chinese 
constitution, the Supreme 

People's Court is accountable 
to the NPC, which prevents the 

court from functioning 
separately and independently of 

the governmental structure.

The court has about 400 judges and more than 600 
administrative personnel

SPP 
Supreme People's Procuratorate 

Supreme People's Procuratorate of the People's Republic of China 
中华⼈民共和国最⾼⼈民检察院

The SPC handles legal judgments.

Judiciary / Supervisory / Investigating&Anti-Corruption System

China's judiciary is confirmed by 
the NPC and is accountable to the 

NPC.

Manages legal prosecution

The SPP reports to the National 
People's Congress (NPC) 

Under the state's Organic Law, the 
primary function of the SPP is to 

suppress illegal activities, 
particularly those which undermine 
the interests of the ruling Chinese 

Communist Party (CCP).

NPCSC 
The Standing Committee of the National People's Congress 

中华⼈民共和国全国⼈民代表⼤会常务委员会

Relation between the NPC and the other four organs 
of state power 

The National People's Congress (NPC) of China plays a 
central role in relation to the other four organs of state 

power. As the highest legislative body, the NPC is 
responsible for electing the President and Vice-

President of the PRC, appointing members of the 
State Council, and electing the heads of the Central 

Military Commission. Furthermore, the NPC also elects 
the heads of the Supreme People's Court and the 

Supreme People's Procuratorate.

According to the Chinese constitution, the Supreme 
People's Court is accountable to the NPC, which prevents 
the court from functioning separately and independently of 

the governmental structure. 

Although the parent NPC officially has superiority over the 
Standing Committee, and certain authorities are not 

delegated, the Standing Committee is generally viewed 
to have more de facto power, as the NPC convenes only 

once a year for two weeks(Two Sessions), leaving its 
Standing Committee the only body that regularly drafts 

and approves decisions and laws.

National Supervisory Commission 
国家监察委员会 / 国监委

The National Supervisory Commission of the People's Republic of 
China is the highest supervisory and anti-corruption authority 

of the People's Republic of China. Formed in 2018 by an 
amendment to the Constitution, the Commission holds the same 
constitutional status as that of the State Council, of the Supreme 

People's Court, and of the Supreme People's Procuratorate.

Partial Power Transition after 2018 Constitutional AmendmentAs per 1982 Constitution, 
the NPC holds the highest 

state power de jure.

China's judiciary is supervised by Party's Central Political and Legal Affairs Commission which is chaired by a member of the Politburo. 

Both the SPC and the SPP, being the organs of the state power and belonging to the

The CPLC is not only overseeing and coordinating with several ministries, 
such as Ministries of State Security, Public Security and Justice, it's also 

controlling the organs of the state power, such as the SPC and SPP.

Beginning in March 2018, the 
Supreme People's Procuratorate 
no longer undertakes the initial 

investigation of corruption cases 
by government officials; this 
task is undertaken by the 

newly formed National 
Supervisory Commission. Since 1954, the Central People's Government has been 

synonymous with the State Council of the People's 
Republic of China. The term Central People's Government is 
still used in Mainland agencies in Special Administrative 
Regions of Hong Kong and Macau. Basically, they are two 
names with the very similar meaning, which indicates the 

same state apparatus, but in the different eras. 

And the current mostly recognized and used name is the 
State Council.

As per constitution, the CPPCC is NOT 
an organ of state power.

Election 

The Standing Committee is elected by and 
from the NPC delegates during a NPC 

plenary session. The candidates for the 
NPCSC chairperson, vice chairpersons, 

secretary-general, and regular members are 
nominally nominated by the NPC Presidium, 
though the nomination process is effectively 
controlled by the CCP. Elections for the non-
regular NPCSC members, along with all other 

NPC elections are not competitive, with a 
single candidate proposed by the Presidium. 

In contrast, the elections for the regular 
NPCSC members have been the only 

competitive elections in the NPC since 1988; 
there are more nominees than available 

seats.

CCP's Pyramid-Style System

Grassroots

National Congress of the CCP / National Party Congress 
党代会 / 中国共产党全国代表⼤会

Central Committee / Central 
Committee of the CCP 

中共中央 / 中国共产党中央委员会

Politburo / Political Bureau 
中共中央政治局 / 中国共产党

中央委员会政治局

Standing Committee of the 
Politburo 

(中共)政治局常务委员会

General Secretary 
中共中央总书记 

中共中央委员会总书记

Delegates of the Party Congress / Party Delegates 
党代表

Central Committee Members 
中央委员

NPC vs NPC 
National Party Congress vs National People's Congress 

The National Party Congress is different from National People's 
Congress, although it mirrors the National People's Congress.

NPC behaves like a rubber 
stamp de facto.

Standing Committee and Politburo 
ultimately decide who is selected to be 

on the Central Committee

Selected through closed door negotiation, 
party elder have traditionally played large 

role in determined who gets a coveted seat.

CMC of the PRC vs CMC of the CCP(CPC) 

As per PRC's constitution, CMCPRC is an 
organ of state power, which its chairman is 
elected by the National People's Congress, 

while CMCCCP, namely and officially 
CMCCPC, is an apparatus of the CCP. 

Whereas, CMCPRC and CMCCCP can be 
perceived as a same apparatus. Moreover, 
historically and typically, the Chair of both 

Commissions has been the same person – the 
paramount leader of China. This person is 

usually the General Secretary of the CCP. This 
overlap ensures that the party retains ultimate 

control over the military.

Because the CMCPRC and the CMCCCP 
are perceived as a same apparatus, 
there's only one entry in wikipedia.

The Central Military Commission (CMC) is 
the highest national defense 

organization in the People's Republic of 
China, which heads the People's 

Liberation Army (PLA),namely "⼈⺠解
放军", the People's Armed Police (PAP), 

namely "⼈⺠武装警察部队", and the 
Militia of China, namely "中国⺠兵".

President 
President of the PRC / President of the China 

主席 / 中华⼈民共和国主席

President on its own is a ceremonial 
office and has no real power in China's 

political system. However, since 1993, the 
post has been held by the general 

secretary of the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP) and chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, who is China's de 

facto leader. 

The presidency is a state organ of the NPC 
and equivalent to, for instance, the State 

Council and the National Supervisory 
Commission, rather than a political office, 

unlike the premier of the State Council.

The President of the Court 
最⾼⼈民法院院长

The Prosecutor General of the SPP 
最⾼⼈民检察院检察长

Director of the National Supervisory 
Commission 

国家监察委员会主任
Premier of the P.R.C. 

国务院总理
Chairman of the CMC 
中央军委主席

The official English title for the ceremonially highest 
leader of the People's Republic of China (PRC) is 
"President of the People's Republic of China." 
This title has been adopted since 1982, replacing 

the previous English translation of "Chairman of the 
People's Republic of China." The Chinese title, 

however, remains unchanged.

Member of the Politburo 
中共中央政治局 / 中国共产党

中央委员会政治局

Standing Committee Member 
of the Politburo 

(中共)中央政治局委员

CPPCC Standing Committee 
Standing Committee of the Chinese People's 

Political Consultative Conference 
中国⼈民政治协商会议常务委员会

The CPPCC is a body without real 
legislative power. While consultation 
does take place, it is supervised and 

directed by the CCP.

Terminologies

There are several English name for pics like this: 
• Election Apportionment Diagram 
• Seat Allocation Diagram 
• Seating Chart 
• Parliament Diagram Chart 

While, the Mandarin name for it hasn't been clearly 
defined or standardized, it can be called like these: 
• 席位分配图 
• 选举分配图

Seven organs include the President, the State Council, the SPC, the SPP, the National Supervisory Commission, the CMC and the NPC.

One-Party State

Historically and de facto, the chairman of the CMC in the PRC is 
actually the real owner of state power.  

Moreover, he, and always "he"(females always are treated 
unequally), is usually also the General Secretary of the CCP and 

the President of the PRC.

Logs of Updates

v1.0 - 2024/03/25 
Shows the basic structure of political power  of 
the CCP and the PRC. But further and detailed 

commissions, committees, apparatuses, or 
organizations under the state organs need to 

be refined.
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